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Humanities 101.090 Writing, Speaking, Thinking
Instructor: Dr. Catherine Siemann
Office: Central King Building G17B
Office Hours: T 11:30-12:30, W 10:30-11:30
Office Hours: & by appointment

Class: TF 12:30-1:50
Email: siemann@njit.edu
or catherine.a.siemann@njit.edu
Phone: 973-596-3271

Course Description
HUM 101 is an introduction to college-level writing. In this course, students are introduced to writing’s
rhetorical dimensions; they are asked to consider the purpose, audience, occasion, and genre that are
called for in a variety of writing, speaking, or visual assignments. The course also focuses on the writing
processes, asking students to brainstorm topics, to write drafts, and to revise their writing based on
reflection and peer feedback. Writing and reading go hand-in-hand, so students are asked to read
challenging articles, essays, and prose, and to consider paintings, films, or other visual compositions.
Academic writing begins from the assumption that written, visual, and spoken texts can be in conversation
with each other. Thus, the readings serve as both models of effective communication and as beginning
places for students’ own arguments and analyses.

Prerequisites
Permission of the Humanities Department is required. Entrance is determined by placement score or
completion of HUM 099 with a grade of C or better.

Course Goals
During this course you will:
● Gain knowledge of writing’s rhetorical dimensions
●

Use writing as a tool for critical thinking and reflection

●
●

Practice writing as a process by using various brainstorming, invention, revision, and editing
strategies
Write in several genres that utilize analysis, reflection, narrative, critique, and argument skills

●

Practice using the conventions of written, spoken, and visual composition

●

Practice writing and creating in digital environments

Converged Learning
This class will be held in a Converged Learning format this semester. Check Back2Classroom to see when you
are invited to class; this is run by the University and your instructor has no control over it. When you are not in
the classroom, you are expected to attend virtually online – log onto Canvas at class time and the Webex link
will be on your Canvas calendar. IF YOU CHOOSE TO ATTEND CLASS in person please remember masks are
REQUIRED, that you must maintain social distancing, and that you should bring your laptop and headset. Please
talk to me if you do not have that equipment. YOU ARE NEVER REQUIRED to attend in person, and may always
attend virtually.

Required Texts
NJIT, Introduction to Academic Writing – tophat.com
Selected Readings- on your class Canvas site
Purdue OWL at owl.english.purdue.edu

Assignments & Assessment
Your grade breakdown is as follows:
Attendance/Participation
10%
Reading Grade
10%
Personal Narrative Essay
20%
Analysis Essay
25%
Report & Critique Essay
25%
Oral Presentation
10%
Individual and group work will be evaluated according to the university’s grading scale.
A = 100-90

B+ = 89=87

B = 86-80

C+ = 79-77

C = 76-70

D = 69-60

F = 59-0

Attendance
Attendance is critical to your success in this class. Participation in in-class activities, discussions, and
workshops will contribute to your knowledge, ability, and performance. At a minimum, this means
showing up on time (either in person or online), being prepared, and contributing to class discussions.
Your level of engagement with the material will subsequently impact how much you get from the class.
You may miss up to one week of class without penalty. Every subsequent absence will result in the deduction
of participation points. Students who expect to miss class for religious observances must submit to me a
written list of dates by the end of the second week of class (per university policy).
More than six unexcused absences (three weeks of the course) ordinarily results in the automatic failure
of the course. HOWEVER, in recognition of the unusual times we are going through right now, you may
submit the Excused Absence Form via email, within 48 hours of missing a class, in order to receive
additional excused absences.
Attendance (in person or virtually) on workshopping days is mandatory. If you know in advance that you will
miss one of these days, please contact me to arrange an alternative solution.
IF YOU ARE ILL, please attend virtually. This semester, it’s especially best not to take risks. If you are too ill
to attend virtually, please submit the Excused Absence Form via email as soon as possible afterwards.
Please contact your classmates for missed work.

Assignment Submission
All assignments must be submitted through Canvas. I will not accept emailed work. (If Canvas is down and
you are concerned about meeting a deadline, you may email the work, but then submit it on Canvas when
the system is up again.) Specific formatting guidelines will vary according to each assignment, so please
follow the explicit guidelines found on individual assignment sheets.
Assignments are due online at the specified time or at the beginning of class. Late class work and
homework will only be accepted if your absence is excused.

Late Work
Late work will not be accepted (except in the case of an excused absence). Should you know in advance that
you have having trouble completing an assignment, please see me.

Technology
If you need to contact me, please use email. (Messages set through Canvas will also be forwarded to my
NJIT email address.) I will respond to your emails within 24 hours. Please plan accordingly. Remember to
include an appropriate SUBJECT line and your NAME in all emails and to indicate WHICH CLASS you are in.
I will not respond to emails that do not include the sender’s name. Please use your NJIT email address – if
I need to find your email at a later point, it makes the search much easier.
Cell phones should not be used during class unless needed for a specific activity. Please set them to silent as
a courtesy to your classmates and instructor. The exception to this is if you do not have a laptop in class
that day. Laptops will be used throughout the semester, but please use them for class purposes only.

NJIT University Code on Academic Integrity
Academic integrity is the cornerstone of higher education and is central to the ideals of this course and the
university. Cheating is strictly prohibited and devalues the degree that you are working on. As a member of
the NJIT community, it is your responsibility to protect your educational investment by knowing and
following the academic code of integrity policy that is found at:
https://www5.njit.edu/policies/sites/policies/files/academic-integrity-code.pdf
Please note that it is my professional obligation and responsibility to report any academic misconduct to the
Dean of Students Office. Any student found in violation of the code by cheating, plagiarizing, or using any
online software inappropriately will result in disciplinary action. This may include a failing grade of F, and/or
suspension or dismissional from the university. If you have any questions about the code of Academic
Integrity, please contact the Dean of Students Office at dos@njit.edu

Accessibility Needs
Every attempt will be made to accommodate qualified students with disabilities. If you are a student with a
documented disability, please see me as early in the semester as possible to discuss the necessary
accommodations, and/or contact Student Disability Services at 973-596-3420.

The Writing Center
The Writing Center (CKB G17) is available for 45-minute individual and group appointments with professional
writing consultants. This semester all appointments will be held online using Googledocs and Google Hangouts.
This resource is indented to help you improve your communication and writing skills. Consultants can help with
planning assignments, improving your writing, refining an essay or multimedia project, or other communicationbased needs. To schedule an appointment, please use Navigate, which can be found on NJIT Pipeline, and can
also be reached directly through https://njit.campus.eab.com/. For more information, visit the Writing
Center’s website https://www5.njit.edu/writingcenter/writing-center/ or email the Director, Dr. Catherine
Siemann, at siemann@njit.edu.

Course Schedule HUM101.090
TH – FYW Textbook (Tophat.com) – answer ALL assigned questions and quizzes unless stated
otherwise
Week 1 (9/1-9/6)
a. Introduction
b. What is First Year Writing at NJIT? (ch. 1) (TH)
Week 2 (9/7-9/13)
a. No Class
b. What Are Academic Literacies? (ch. 2) (TH)
Essay #1: (Discourse Communities)
Week 3 (9/14-9/20) – Discourse Communities
a. Klass, “Learning the Language” (Canvas)
Read in class: The Modern Writing Process (TH)
b. Mirabelli, “Learning to Serve” (Canvas)
Week 4 (9/21-9/27)
a. Reading: What Peer Review Is (TH) (answer q. 1 & 2 only)
Discussion of Discourse Communities
b. Peer Review of Discourse Communities Assignment

Week 5 (9/28-10/4)
a. Critical & Rhetorical Reading (ch. 3) (TH)
b. In-class rhetorical reading practice (Social Steganography, MLK, etc.)
Essay #1 (Discourse Communities) due today
Week 6 (10/5-10/11)
a. Analysis (ch. 4) (TH)
b. Carr, “Is Google Making Us Stupid?” (Canvas)
Rhetorical Analysis Assignment given out
Questions for Rhetorical Analysis of Carr, “Is Google Making Us Stupid?”
Week 7 (10/12-10/18)
a. What a Thesis Is (TH)
Thesis Statement examples
b. Close Reading Strategies (TH)
Week 8 (10/19-10/25)
First draft of Essay #2 due midnight before class
a. In-class workshop on essay draft
b. Principles of Revision
Murray, “Making Meaning Clear: The Logic of Revision” (Canvas)
Week 9 (10/26-11/1)
a. Argument (ch. 5) (TH)
b. In-class: Induction, Deduction, Fallacies (Canvas)
Week 10 (11/2-11/8)
Essay #3: Report and Critique
a. No Class Meeting (Election Day)
Essay #3 Assignment – review and email me with questions
Essay #2 due by class time
b. Class discussion of source articles for Essay #3.
Week 11 (11/9-11/15)
a. What Synthesizing Means (TH)
Read and be prepared to discuss in class: article for Essay #3
b. A Brief Guide to Citations (TH)
Read and be prepared to discuss in class: article for Essay #3
Week 12 (11/16-11/22)
a. Elements of an Argument, Checklist of Elements of an Argument (TH)
Final Presentation sign-ups
Final Presentation Assignment

b. Oral Presentation Skills workshop
Week 13 (11/23-11/29)
Essay #3 First Draft due by day before class a. at midnight
a. In-Class Peer Review
b. In-Class Writing Workshop
November 25: Friday Classes Meet
November 26: Thanksgiving
Week 14 (11/30-12/6)
a. Final Presentations
b. Final Presentations
Week 15 (12/7-12/10)
a. Essay #3 Final Draft due by midnight
Final Presentations (if necessary)

